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Neahbs Dove, or an- Epiſtle of- 
Peace,dir:Qed to hisintirely affeted Brethren, 


che Precbiterians,and Independants: As a probable 
means,for their agreement and union. 


Sincerely Beloved, 


—0A/8, Read of two Children contending Ger.25. 22. 
> m6 11 the wombe of their Mother, the n 
one beloved, the other hated, but "1-3 
©OU yeare both Facobs, both the I(- 
IG raclof God. O farre be it from 
S®@'S- ſuch Brethren to rind and lacerate 

FIX their Morhers bowels, or to fall Gm.45. 24. 
wn 12t) $5.2 Outta the way; Are we not one Body, Eph.4., 4,5.6 
and bave wenot all one ſpivit, one Lord, one Faith, one Rom.12.1. 
Haptiſme, ote'God and Father of all, who is above all, * (7: 13-4: 
aud throaghiall;and in you'all;7 beſeech you by themereies GS: 22+ 
-of God, by the: excellent effteds of Charity, by the 
Fruits of the ſpirit, by the examples and! command of Math.1%. 
the Lord Jeſus, and the charater' of his Diſciples, Zee Jabn EO 
meeke andiloply,.and loue one avother; ſo ſhall the plots & 3 's hh 
of Remeand\Hell be prevented; and all Malisnanrs 


ſhir- their mourthes... —_ fbould it bg: ſpoken to our 1 Cor 65, 


ſhame, 


Verſ.11, and 
24. 


Verſi26. and 
24, 


Ferſ. 27. 
Gal.1.8. 
= Cor.1 i. 


I 8 


(2) 
ſh ame, that there is not awiſe man amongſt us 2 No, not 
one that ts able to jadge between bis Brethren : but Bro» 
ther aſperces and declaimes agaznft Brother, and that 
beforethe Antichriſtians. Now therefore there is utter- 
ly a fault among # you, know yee n0t that Revilers ſhall 
z0t inherit the kingdome of God 2 But ſome will an- 
ſiver, that they have received a new Tight, O be cauti- 
ous that noveltie cclipſe not truth, fince the laſt dayes 
foretold- and forc-warnd of by our Saviour, are at 
hand, wherein 1x7quity abounds, and the lowe- of many 
waxes cold, hence, Father againſt ſunne, and ſonne a- 
gainſt Father, betraying one another, and hating one ano- 
ther ; Hence the judgements of Famrze and Peſtilence ; 
Nation riſing up againſt Nation, So that the whole 
world ſeemes to be on fire before its time; Theſe 
dayes not I, but the-Lord Jeſus, the great Prophet of 
his Church, di&ates and points out to be the. time, 
when mary falſe Chriſts, and Prophets (or teachers of 
Chriſtianity ) ſhall ariſe ; who by their applauſe, ex- 
cellencie of parts, and externall holineſſe, by which 
they ſhall ſhew#forth,as it were, fg7es and wonders.and 
gather a multitndeof Diſciples, declaring thar in { 

a meeting, bet 22 waods, or deſerts, or in ſecret cham- 


. bers, thetrue way of Chriſt is to be found, deceiving 


sf it were poſſible, the very ele. Our Lord — 
from hence, how neere a f{imilitnde, theſe new Do- 
Qrines ſhall have to truth, and true holineffe. But be 
they as Pal, or Cephas in the Church, or as Angels 
from heaven, believethem not; for as the l:ghtneng comes 
out of the E aft, and ſhines even to the weſt, fo ſhall alfo 
the glorious comming of the Son of man be ;that is, (as 


 Ihumbly conceive ) that his Goſpell-which at firſt 


broke 


ae» - 


; 


(3) 
broke out like lightning Ed Eaſt, ſhall in this laſt 
e, uponithe ruins, and through the cloudsof ſpiritu- 
all Babilon, dart it ſelfe, and-ſhine glorioufly in our 
Weſterne Churches even to the Indies ; that th'other 
paralell propheſie may be fulfill'd, by the ſubjeRing, 
and uniting the Kingdomes of the Earth , uato the 
Kingdome of the Lord, and of h1s Chriſt. Rev. 11.15, 
Let us 20t then be carried about with every wind of Eph-414- 
PofFrize, but hold faſt the Goſpell deliveredto us by 


Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, zz the uazty of the ſpirit, and Epb. 4.3. 


the bond of eace, ſince other foundation can noman lay, 1 Cor.3.11, 
it-being a finne, ſomuch as to doubr, much more to $9m-14-23. 
defend, that the fundamentalls ef our Religion, ſome 

of which are mentioned by the Author to the * He * Z&.6.1- 


brews, and received by the Church in all ages, arenot 


to bind, as de futuro, as having 2 poſſibilitie upon 2. 
neiy notions, to benuld or chang which is to make 
God a lyer, to undermine his Church, and to pull 
downe the Pillers thereof ; For if the foundations bee Pſal.1t.3. 
deſtroyed, what ſhall? * Nay, what can the righteuus 
doe 2 Wherefore my humble ſuir unto. our maſter 
Builders is, to-keepe the Foundation unmoveable, not 

itting areſtrreion to ancient heretiques before 
their time, that ſo whatſoever mez build thereon, whe- x Cop. 3-32, 
ther it be gold oy ſtubble, may be broughtto the Tet, in 


this Fiery triall. 


, Stand faſt therefere Brethren in that libertie wherein Gd. y x. 
Chriſt hath made us free, not 1naking your libertie a & 13. 
cloake for malitiouſneſle, zot far ar occaſion tothe Fleſh, 
but by love ſerve one another, judging thus of one an0- 
ther that be that loves his Brother abides in the light but | 
* be that hates his Brother C whatſoevet hemay boaſt * 2 7ob.2-g. 

} of 3+ 


EY 
of new diſcoveries,) walkes' 11 davkatſſe; and enedepinne 


whither he goes, CO afar Blinded his- 


eyes; and that whoſuver | (be Mes tobe" relWarous; and" yet 

THY tridles bt hy ranger, he detefues Dis owHthears, and bit 
an Relipron's Vain, *© . L007 
Bur tliar I tndy-nor onty perſia, 'but os my 

Mire, I ſhall :in all humilitie propoſe a medium, 

which if found agreeable to the word of God; may 

through the bleſſing of the Almighty. make up the 

Breach, at\d _— your greateſt "difference. / 

I Cor.14. 34- I conceive you oth agree in thele particulars. That 
r Tim.2.11, all that ſhall be Members, and have right to Vote 1n 
I Cor.5.11. your Churches, ( from which Votes Women are 
2 Cer.6.14+ excepted){ſhall noton ly be free from juſti{candall,that 
ids is Prophanneſle; and the- impenitent praiſe of any 
knowne ſinne, but be' indued with a ſufficiencie of 
knowledge, to ' which end (ſince you accord in the 
Principles of Religion) I hope there will ſpeedily be 

ſet forth, andeſtabliſhr one ſhort Catechiſme for 1 1n- 
formation, and examination. Net in'condiſcention 

to the Independints, I heare 1t 1s'/ mutually reſolved; 

that the government 'of | the'r- reſpeCtive' Members; 
reconciling of Inferiour differentespatid-dedering their 

*: _  : converſations, even as" farre*ad; 'Ordivation, and” the 
| cenſure of Excommunication, (reſpe& being had'4n 
Appeals to the advice and reſults of-the Claſſes and 

' Provinciall' Syriods, and ſaving to thePresbyterians 

- their right ) be ordered by heir paricular- Congrega> 

| t1Ons. } 
Epheſ.2.2r Thus farre we are knit rogether in one: ſpiritual 
: building and temple of God. Thegtear diffetence if I 

- underftzndar, is inthe Fegumentt and: covering, hich 


1s 


-4 


(5) 
is indeed, the ornaments, coupling, and ftrengrh ofthe 
whole Xdifice : Asvhere ſhall reſt ( as tous) under 
the ſame Scepter, the determinative and concluding 
power,the end of Appeals,the regulation of that unli- 
mited Plea, and oyer-much extended libertie of con- 
ſcience, that ſo we may beone, as Chriſt and his Fa- 
ther are one ; this, ſome of you fixe in a generall Af- 
ſemblie, others, limit to a particular Congregation ; 
The firſt pleads not enly Scripture analogically, but 
prudence for preſerving union, and preventing of Tu- 
mults, as alſo Antiquitie, from the paralell in general] 
Counſells and Parliaments, affirming that the other 
way, hath no-grounds in Scripture : fince Churches 
were neceſſarily Independant , no State being then 
Chriſtian that this way (by reaſon that our cor- 
rupt nature hath no check) is deſtructive to the unitie 
of Religion. Since according to the number of the 
Congregations will be their opinions, as alfo per- 
nitious to Common-wealths ; their being no feuds fo 
bloody and irreconciliable, as thoſe that breake our 
about points of Faith, inſtance, in the wars betweene 
the Turke and Perſian, Papiſts and Proteſtants, in the 
Lutheran conteſtations, and Arian perſecutions. 
Laſtly, they conclude an incenſiſtencie in this way, 
with relations and callings, diſaffeRtion and departure 
from Bed, Board, Families, and Imployments, being 

experimental! conſequences of Religious differences. 
On the other ſide, the contradiQing partie affirme, 
that a generall Aſſembly differs but in name from a 
Conclave of Cardinals, or Prelaticall Synod, that e- 
very memberof the Church is free, and ought not 1n 
matters of Faith, toconclude himſclfc by Proxte, that 
| NO 


Joh.17.21, 


£xo0d.2.12» 
Gen.13-8. 


Mat.11.25. wiſe and prudent, and reveales them to Babes. 


. to me, that where moſt of Gods People are in their 


; , .. 68) | 
no Church hath power over another,or Brethren(fince 
the Apoſtles,) have Dominion-over rhe Confciences 
of thetr Brethren, that their Platforme of Church 
Governmrat ought to be, and 15 j«re divizo, that the 
Eavngelicall Scripture ſets foorth theirs, and no 
other. 

Now deare Brethren, give me yopr pardon and 
leave with Aoſes, to ſtep in betwixt your Comba- 
tings, with his and Abrahams words, why doe ye contend 
Letng ye are Brethren, it may be God giving a bleſſing, 
and each of you in his hand, I ſhall in my Propoſiti- 
on bea medium tounite you, (only diſpiſe not my in- 
deavours,) fince the Lord hides many things from the 


But to proceed, I obſerve neither of you arrogate 
to your ſelves an infallability but piouſly ſecke, an 
Orthodox and Prudentiall way of Government, for 
the attaining and preſerving, Gods truth ; bleſſed are 
your indeavours, yea they ſhalbe bleſſed. Wherefore 
I aske the Presbiterians why doe ye extoll and lift up 
a generall afſemblie, above the reſt of the flocke of 
Chriſt : To the Independants I fay why doe ye 
preferre the judgement of one PE Congregati- 
on, before the ioynt votes of all the refined Chriſtian 
Churches of the Kingdome, ſurely the firſt will yeild 


judgement, there is the greateſt meaſure of his ſpirit, 
and to ſuch Aſſemblies principally , and to their 
votes, are made all thoſe gratious promiſes (I neede \ 
not coate the-places) concerning Chriſts ſpirit and | 
preſence I mean to ſuch a Multitude not of Men only, 
but of purged and viſible believes. : 


The 


their ſeveral! Churches, be joyntly taken and 1n one 
place, they muſt be accepted, and are but as the vote 
of one great Congregation, which though it have an 
increaſe of Miniſters and Elders, yer according to a 
rruedifinition for efſence is a Church, and that more 
eminently, though not more truely then the particu- 
lar Congregations of whom it conſifts, even as an 


Aſſembly madeupof many Familtes, called by the ;; 


* Apoſtle Churches of God, is more excellent, then 
its ſubdiviſtons. 
| But that I may make good by Scripture, this incor- 
porating of Churches, conjunture and union of 
votes, I ſhall remember you of thoſe three chiefe 
proofes, and lights of Church Government, both for 
Doarineand manners. The firſt ſhewes the Primi- 
tive and Apoſtolique way, of ending controverſies in 
Doarine, by the een, Hom that great Aſſembly, 
of the members of the Churches of 1eruſalem and 7a- 
dea of which Churches, read. A#s.11.1.and 6 alat:1. 
22. Therefore called a Multitude. .4s.15.12. in 
which the Apoſtles, (although indued with an infal- 
lible ſpirir,) and the Elders of the Churches did not 
alone vote, and decree matters (though that in many 
caſes, wherein the People conſents, ſuch votes, may be 
and are neceſſary expedient & lawfull)but the whole 
Chnrch.verſe 22.which compar'd with. A#s.2.verſe 
41. Wherein three thouſand are faid to be conver- 
ted, and with A #5.4.verſe 4. Wherein five thouſand, 
were by one Sermon converted, clearely demonſtrates, 
B chat 


| (7) | 
The other I preſume both from -grounds of Serip- 
tare and reaſon, will grant, that could the votes of 
all the reputed and received Members of Chriſt, of 


oloſeq-15s 
Roms. I 6, Fo : 


(8) 
that this Aſſembly was compoſed of many Congre- 
gations, as further appeates from the Apoſtles tea- 
chingand preaching 1n every houſe. A#s.5.42. How 
elſe could eight thouſand Men, beſides Women and 
Children, betaught and edified.. 

The like is proved, from the ele&tion and choiſe of 
the ſeaven Deacons by the vore of the Multitude. 
AAs.6.5. Where the Apoſtles, and Elders alſo were 
preſent, yea thoſe. whom-the holy Ghoſt. 4#5.2.47. 
Calls a Church ina Nationall reſpect, heealls-Chur- 
ches.A#s.9.31, In a Congregationall confiderati- 
on, And 'aftly in Cor:nth there more then  robably 

* Compare appears to be many * Congregations, elſe whence or 

Rom.16.16. where , were theſe diſtentions, .and diviſions ſome - 

withthe faying, 1 am of: Paul : others I am-of Apollo, of Ce- 

poſtſcripe of phas, 1.Cor.1:12. All the Members of which were 
that Epiſtle. -ommanded to meete in: one Aſzem bly for the ex- 
communication of the inceftuous perſon 1.Cor.5 4. 
Where note they were to-meere, to; whom the E- 
piſtle was diregted, 8 who are admogiſhed to-mour : 
But the Epiſtle and-exhortation was direRed to: the 
whole Church of Cor:/zth, and not-to.the Elders only. 
ergothe wholeCongregation,when they ſhall deſire1t, | 
have a right to vote, and cenſure: — - 

Having thus fully proved by Scripture, that in Ci- 
tiesand Provinces,and conſequently in Kingdoms, the 
Members of particular Congregations may and were 

| by commandto meete for the deciding of- any great 

| difference,yea theApoſtles though ofan infallible ſpi- 

| rit, did not contradict, but give -both approbarion 

Ate 245. nd inftiturionto that liberty. I ſhall with humbleſt 


- '1.22, {ubmiſſon,offer this following.Propoſition, as a right | 


Ll 


LIMI 


LIMI 


(9) 


' and fit medjum of reconciliation: That in all grear 


{i{ms and hereſies, over ſpreading whole Churches, 
if the breach cannot be made up by advice, argument, 
and ſubordinate diſcipline either Congregationall or 
Presbiteriall;an appealebe-made to a GenerallAſſem- 
bly, who after the ſtating, diſputing and voting, ſuch 
points in difference together with the merrit of the® 
offence (the recuſant Church or Churches, notwith- 
ſtanding continuing unſatisfied) .that then the A(- 
ſembly adjourne that ſeffions for three moneths, in 
which time, the Aſfsembly, members of each Congre- 
gation, tobe ordered after faſting and. prayer, to ſtate 
rhe Queſtion and declare the: Arguments and Judge- 
ment of the generall Aſſembly to their particular - 
Churches, and ſo accordingly at that meeting receive, 
and bring up each Churches vote and fentence with 
the number (becauſe of the diſproportion of Part- 
ſhes) ſum'd up of thoſe that affirme, and thoſe that 
diſcent, that ſo atthe next Sefſfion the Queſtion may 
bedecided and concluded, by the Major vote, both of 
Churches and Members which Scripture way will 
not. only by a religious Policy from time to time 
diſcover the temper, pulſe; 8 inclination of rhe whole © 
Kingdome, and conſequently adminiſter a great help 
and dire&tion to Government, but will-give full ſa 
tisfa&tion to all, (unleſſe to obſtinate heritickes). as 
being the judgement and vote (even by the Poale) of 
all the viſible and individuall Chriſtians ofthe King- 
dome politically united, as in one Congregation, yea - 
the diſobedient wilbe lefr without excuſe, and- juſtly 
liable to their ſentence of excommunication. - 
But pur the Queſtion a conſiderable number of the 
B 2. Charches. - 


TVs (a0) | 
Chidtches in the Kingdome, give intheit vote; with. 
aftew opittion; hazarding a rent and divition in'the 
\# Nation, otin nc Fntald2 02 347 cha 


64h) anfieer, that pon ſo fad an occaſion our Church: | 


(it {imitation* of the' ancitnt-.callings of Gene- 
tall Counfels;' upontheover flowing of hereſie,)/ 
 6ught 'todefirethe judgement and affiftance, and that 
by additionall votes (if ir may be) of all the reformed 
Ghutehes'in the wotld, 'which:comes necreft to the 
judgetnent of the holy: Catholicke Church; the body 
of Chrift, to-whittr he'hath {promiſed his preſence, 
Math.28.20 and ſpirit of trathvo the end,and therefore muſt as to 
each particular State or Church, though not infallib- 
ly, yet prudentially, end and: co «by obedience 
either aFive"'or-paſſive the diſcencing' Churches; 
whom the civill Magiſtrate after the Churches ex- 
communication, isto order by baniſhmenr or jefler 

Ing -as their doarines, ſhalbe 


2. (bro. 15. mote or eff premdictali tothe Stzre, wherein they 


verſe 1213+ live. Which'ſince they ſuffer as evill doers, is (as to 


I4- . that Cotamon-weilth) a civill and neceſſary a& of . 


preſervative Juſtice, niot att inforcing of Conſcience 

Moathen x8 FSC, IN SH 83, wy Reagtytþ 

vnſe-17. Thus fervently beſceching the bleſſing of the all- 
wiſe God, upoti my pootre and weake indeavours, 
truſting that in the bowells of love, and charity, I 
have in ſincerity and plainnefſedeclaredunto you the 
mindof Chriſt, in all humility I conclude. 
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